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The Vision and Mission
The vision of the Naval Aviation Museum Foundation is to inspire, engage and educate the public.
The mission is to be the best in the world, self-sustaining Foundation that engages the public by supporting
and promoting the National Naval Aviation Museum experience and Naval Aviation, as well as conducting and
promoting educational programs.

Chairman’s Report
T

hanks to all of you who made 2016 another amazing and successful year
for the National Museum of Naval Aviation and the National Flight Academy
(NFA). Our new Giant Screen Theater which opened in the spring, has exceeded
expectations. The big screen is able to project almost any digital medium. A themed
ticket counter complete with carrier motif and updated snack bar have added to the
ambiance of the viewing encounter, and with the variety of films and clips offered, it
is a first class addition to the Museum experience. We are still looking for a marquee
sponsor for the theater to continue expanding this tremendous capability.
The National Flight Academy continues to grow and expand its educational
programs. A grant from the state of Florida has allowed us to expand our berthing
capacity, and updates to our trainer software by Lockheed Martin have improved
the realism of this first class science, technology engineering and math (STEM)
experience. We were very successful in filling the Aviation Experimental Pilots
(AXP) slots during this year thanks to the many corporations such as DELTA and
FedEx, individual donors and sponsors who contributed their time and money to make NFA a success. We are on
track to continue this success in 2017.
The success of the Museum is in its aircraft and memorabilia. We continue to add aircraft and displays that
freshen and educate at this incredible national treasure. The Museum and National Flight Academy would not be
sustainable without the fiscal soundness and the strategic vision of its leaders. Lieutenant General Duane Thiessen,
USMC (Ret), continues to lead our tremendous Foundation team, and our new Museum Director, Captain Sterling
Gilliam, USN (Ret), has impressively taken charge from retiring legend Captain Bob Rasmussen, USN (Ret). The
Development team continues to push forward with fundraising and introducing students to the National Flight
Academy. The Museum was ranked in the “Top 20 Museums in the USA” by Yelp and TripAdvisor’s 2016 Traveler’s
Choice and is the No. 1 Gulf Coast Attraction. Charity Navigator has rated the Foundation 4 stars — its highest
level. The National Naval Aviation Museum is a national landmark and with the National Flight Academy, serves
to inspire and educate the leaders of tomorrow. Thank you for your support and generosity.

Mark P. Fitzgerald
Admiral, USN (Ret)
Chairman of the Board
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President’s Report
T

he Naval Aviation Museum Foundation is honored to have the close
relationship we share with the National Naval Aviation Museum. The number
of restorations and artifacts in the Museum, the quality of the exhibits and the
value of the experience our visitors enjoy is improving every year. 2016 was no
exception and was a banner year for our Foundation in every regard.
I want to focus for a moment on the value of the experience our visitors have in
our Museum because I truly believe it is one of our biggest strengths. Our Museum
is a product of a synergistic effort involving the Museum staff, the volunteers, and
our Foundation with its members. Together they create both the physical artifacts
and the personal impact that everyone enjoys when they come here. A person
coming through our Museum truly experiences history. Today in our digital age,
there is no limit to the amount of information that is available in the palm of
our hand within seconds. But there is a dramatic difference between reading a two paragraph summary on a
cell phone about an SBD Dauntless in World War II and actually touching a Dauntless that flew in the Battle of
Midway while you hear our Docents tell the story of human courage and sacrifice that occurred there. In our
Museum, history is tangible and alive.
Our National Flight Academy is also continuing to expand and improve its program. This year, we expanded
from a student capacity of 108 to a 144. Along with this expansion in capacity we improved the syllabus and the
quality of the experience. This year there were more programs and options available than ever before and the
quality of this program has received wide recognition, especially among STEM oriented interests which was
the purpose and design of our Academy. The interest and participation is increasing at a steady pace and we are
positioned to take advantage of this opportunity by continuing our program of high impact, positive learning
experiences in the National Flight Academy.
I mentioned the three entities that make our Museum and Academy experience possible: the Museum, the
volunteers and the Foundation. There is another element to this dynamic that makes any of this possible. Our
achievements were only possible because of the loyal support and contributions of our Corporate Alliance, the
Benefactors’ Circle, the Wings of Gold Society, Foundation membership and the annual giving programs to
which so many generously contribute. Contributions to this Foundation’s efforts make a difference that can be
seen, touched and experienced in real and tangible ways.
On behalf of the Naval Aviation Museum Foundation, the Museum, and the National Flight Academy, we thank
you for your continued commitment and support to honor the past, inspire the future, and promote patriotism.

Duane D. Thieissen
Lieutenant General, USMC (Ret)
President and CEO
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Year 2016 Highlights
January

• Snowbird Expo.

February

• Glenn Miller Orchestra concert.
• The United States Air Force Band of the West concert.
• Breakfast and a “Behind the Scenes Look” every Tuesday in February.

March
• Blue Angels returned to Pensacola and flew practice
shows on most Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Following
most Wednesday practices, they signed autographs
in the Museum.
• Giant Screen Theater reopens after a complete renovation.
April
• Active Duty Volunteer Program debuts at the Museum.
May
• 30th Naval Aviation Museum Foundation Symposium
held at Museum.
• Debut of film The Millionaires’ Unit during the
Symposium.
• First meeting of the newly formed National Naval
Aviation Museum Advisory Council.
• Military Appreciation Days.
• Discovery Saturday: Featured Guinness World
Record holder for time aloft for a paper airplane, Mr.
Ken Blackburn.
June
• National Flight Academy opened its fifth summer
season to 7th through 12th grade students.
• Eighth year of Summer Day Camp held at Museum
comprising of eight weekly sessions and 200+
students began and ran through first week in August.
• Family Day Event at Museum showcasing newly
renovated Giant Screen Theater.
July
• The Giant Screen Naval Aviation Memorial Theatre
celebrated 20 years of operation.
• Delta Airlines sponsored a week at the National
Flight Academy for students in grades 7-12.
• Blue Angels Pensacola Beach Airshow
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July Contd.
• Discovery Saturday: Experiment in Survival author,
George Sigler, discussed first-hand his two-month
survival expedition in 1974.
• Renovated Hall of Recognition ribbon cutting
ceremony.
• Ms. Wheelchair Florida visits Museum.
August
• Delta Airlines sponsored a week at the National
Flight Academy for students in grades 7-12.
• The Flight Adventure Deck reopened to 6th, 7th and
8th grade students for the school year 2016-2017.
September
• On the anniversary of 9/11, a ceremony was held at
the National Naval Aviation Museum.
• Discovery Saturday: Presented by Univesity of West
Florida’s Confucius Institute honoring veteran
fighter pilot, Captain James Reese, U.S. Army Air
Corps, 1942-1946.
• Japan-America Society presented JUMP featuring
guest speakers Lieutenant General Duane Thiessen,
President & CEO, Naval Aviation Museum
Foundation and Masahiro Ogino, Deputy Consul
General of Japan in Miami. Connecting those who
served in Japan.
October
• 18th Annual Halloween event.
November
• Blue Angels Homecoming Airshow.
• Opening of the “Dawn of Naval Aviation” exhibit.
December
• World War II Remembrance ceremony on
anniversary of Pearl Harbor, featuring guest speaker
Captain Sterling Gilliam, USN (Ret), Director of the
National Naval Aviation Museum.
• Opening of the Giant Screen Theater’s new ticket
counter featuring a mock-up of the USS Nimitz
(CVN-68).
• First-ever Pajama Party featuring the film The Polar
Express was held at the Museum every Saturday and
Sunday from late November to late December.
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The National Naval Aviation Museum
and

S

The Naval Aviation Museum Foundation

ince the establishment by the Secretary of the Navy in 1962, the National Naval Aviation Museum, Navy operated, owned and funded,
has continued to pursue its mission “to select, collect, preserve and display appropriate memorabilia representative of the development,
growth and rich heritage of Naval Aviation.” From its humble beginnings in an 8,500 square foot building, with only a half-dozen aircraft,
100 scale models, Scott Carpenter’s Aurora 7 Mercury capsule and his Naval Aviator wings that traveled into space in 1962, the National
Naval Aviation Museum has become one of the three largest aviation museums in the world. With an internal area of nearly 355,000
square feet, and 150 restored aircraft on display, today’s Museum plays host to almost a million visitors per year, and is ranked among
Florida’s top 10 attractions by the state’s division of tourism as well as being rated by Tripadvisor as the number one Florida Gulf Coast
attraction. The Museum celebrated 53 years this year.
The Naval Aviation Museum Foundation, sanctioned by the Secretary of the Navy, was founded in 1966, and incorporated under
Florida law, as a nonprofit, educational organization with tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. As
an economic engine for the Museum, the Foundation has raised $140 million — $86 million of direct support to the Museum and
$53 million for the specific benefit of the National Flight Academy. Thanks to corporate donors, state and local grants and an active
membership program, the Foundation has provided the impetus for the spectacular growth of the Museum. The Foundation’s latest
capital fundraising campaign was to finance the Phase IV expansion of the Museum — The National Flight Academy and Hangar Bay
One. “Dynamic” best describes the last 53 years of Museum growth, and our plans for the future retain that spirit.
The Foundation’s membership program continues to reflect interest in, and support for, our efforts and more than 500 new members
were added during the year. The steadfast loyalty and support of our members has been gratifying, and represents a significant element
in support of the Museum. While many members were associated with Naval Aviation, or are currently serving, others come from varied
backgrounds, military and civilian, sharing a strong interest and enthusiasm for not only Naval Aviation, but aviation history in general.
In 1993, the Foundation recognized that in order to have a financially healthy organization, it was important to have a fund that
was capable of underwriting the operating costs of the Foundation as well as the National Naval Aviation Museum should that become
necessary. In the intervening years, Foundation members through their estates or by direct gifts, have grown the Wings of Gold fund to
nearly $8 million. Our goal is to substantially increase the balance of this fund in order to provide the annual income sufficient to cover
the operation of our Museum and Foundation. To date nearly 300 Foundation members have joined the Wings of Gold Society with an
estimated potential of more than $60 million.
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2016 Financial Matters
T

o place the financial picture of the Naval Aviation
Museum Foundation, Inc. in perspective, it is useful
to note its organization and relationship to the Navyowned Aviation Museum.
The initial Museum building, completed in 1975,
and all subsequent additions, were constructed with
funds raised privately by the Foundation, then formally
gifted to the Secretary of the Navy. A modest annual
budget from the U.S. Navy provides for maintenance
and security, while the Foundation operates internal
cash generating activities, subject to approval by the
Museum Director (a Civil Service employee of the
Navy).
Additionally, with contributions and generated
income, the Foundation provides direct support to the
Museum in the form of material and labor. Annual gifts
include capital improvements, new exhibits, aircraft
restoration and a variety of innovations to expand and improve the Museum.
The Foundation uses a professional investment management company to manage its portfolio of investments with oversight
from the Board of Director’s Finance/Investments Committee. An endowment for perpetuation of the Foundation’s mission of
supporting the Museum has grown over the years to $7.7 million at the end of 2016.

Where the Money Goes

Direct Support — $1.1 Million
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Volunteer Program
Aircraft Collection Support
Aircraft Maintenance
Aircraft Relocation
Janitorial Services/Housekeeping
Exhibit Development
Exhibit Operation
Flight Line Bus Tours
Library Operations
Miscellaneous Expense

Indirect Support —
 $.5 Million
•
•
•
•
•
•

Marketing
Blue Angels Airshow Practices Support
Visit Florida Welcome Centers Aircraft Upkeep
Event Scheduling and Services
Special Commemorative Events
Flight Adventure Deck
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T

o financially segregate the development/membership/education functions of the Foundation from the business endeavors
conducted in the Museum building, as well as the National Flight Academy, the Naval Aviation Museum Foundation, Inc. has
two wholly-owned subsidiaries chartered as Limited Liability Companies: the Foundation Museum Support Company, LLC
and the National Flight Academy, LLC. The following charts illustrate the financial performance of each of the three entities,
concluded by a fourth chart showing the total combined assets of the Foundation and its subsidiaries.

Contributed Foundation Revenue

Includes all funds raised for membership, education and other projects in support of the Museum.

Operating Revenues of $1.3 Million Generated
Contribution — 50%
$.7 million
Planned Giving — 24%
$0.3 million
Memberships — 16%
$0.2 million
Development — 10%
$0.1 million

Museum Support LLC

Conducts revenue-producing business activities, principally the Flight Deck Store, the IMAX® Theatre, Motion-Based Simulator, MaxFlight Simulators and a share of profit from the Cubi Bar Café. After covering its own operating expenses, profit is
applied to defray Foundation overhead, and remaining proceeds are gifted to the Museum.

Operating Revenues of $5.1 Million

Museum Store
$2.9 million
Museum Attractions (Giant Screen Theatre, Motion-Based
and MaxFlight Simulators and Blue Angels 4D Theater)
$2.1 million
Cubi Bar Café
$0.1 million
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National Flight Academy LLC
2016 Funds Raised: $3.6 Million
Total Assets of $5.6 million at the end of the year.

Program Revenue — 76%
$2.8 million
Contributions — 24%
$.9 million

Combined Assets

Year Ended December 31, 2016
Total assets $23.9 million. Predominantly cash and cash equivalents.

Investments — 56%
$13.3 million
Net Property & Equipment — 28%
$6.7 million
Cash & Equivalents — 6%
$1.4 million
Pledges & Accounts Receivable — 6%
$1.6 million
Museum Store Inventory — 3%
$0. 7 million
Other Assets — 12%
$0.2 million
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Foundation Fund Generators
Cubi Bar Café …

In sync with the Museum’s collection of aircraft and
artifacts that chronicle the rich history of U.S. Naval Aviation, the Museum’s Cubi Bar
Café is also an exhibit. Opened in 1996, the restaurant’s décor and layout duplicates the
bar area of the famous Cubi Point Officers’ Club that was a major source of enjoyment
for Navy and Marine Corps squadrons, ships and units as they passed into the Western
Pacific. For almost 40 years, the club was a marvelous mix of American efficiency and
Filipino hospitality. When the club was closed in 1992, the many plaques – more than
1,000 in number – that adorned the walls of the club as tokens of thanks, were packed
and sent to the Museum, to be placed as they were when the Cubi Club was closed.
In 2016, the Cubi Bar Café offered 110,368 hungry patrons an opportunity to peruse
a piece of Naval Aviation history. For many, it was a trip down memory lane.

The Giant Screen Experience… Opened in July 1996,

the IMAX®Naval Aviation Memorial Theatre represents a significant element in the
Museum’s development. Primarily dedicated to the large screen, the 534-seat theatre
also has a multimedia, multipurpose capability and has been the site for a broad
range of presentations, from lectures to choral groups to ballet.After being closed for
renovations, the Giant Screen Theatre reopened on March 7, 2016, with an all new
laser illuminated 4K digital projection system, larger seats (most with dual armrests
and tables), a new 80 ft. wide screen, LED theater lighting and a theater lobby /
refreshments counter. Despite being closed for two months during the renovation,
more than 75,000 movie-goers enjoyed the Giant Screen experience in 2016.

The Flight Deck Store …

Long a principal source of Foundation revenues, the Flight Deck Store has grown over the years to its 2016 level as a $2.9
million retail operation. It provides the Museum visitor with a full array of items, from
memorabilia to models, items for the home, jewelry and medium to high-end garments
that feature upscale apparel brand names, much of it in the aviation genre. Online and
phone order services make shopping convenient and represent an increasing segment
of store business.

Simulators … The MaxFlight Simulators challenge visitors to experience

the thrill of air-to-air combat and stunt flying, combined with fully interactive
360 degree pitch and roll technology. Visitors have complete control of these oneof-a-kind simulators by using a joy stick and throttle and can experience multiple
scenarios with dozens of different aircraft. During 2016, 19,691 visitors took this
exciting challenge. Nearly 70,000 Museum visitors took a thrilling ride during 2015
on the 20-year old Motion-Based Flight Simulator. This attraction is a multi-sensory
experience that combines a movie-like audiovisual presentation using a high-definition
projection screen and surround-sound with motion in a fully enclosed capsule.

Blue Angels 4D Theater … Located in Hangar Bay One, visitors have
increasingly flocked to the latest addition to Museum attractions. The exciting, action-packed aerial maneuvers of the Blue Angels are presented in a small theater
utilizing jets of air, full motion seats, 3D HD visuals and surround sound. More than
31,000 Museum visitors experienced this thrilling ride.

Foundation Education Programs
Naval Aviation Symposium … Started in 1987, the nationally-

renowned two-day symposium series averages 2,500 guests annually. Attendees include
numerous active and retired flag and general officers, executives from the aerospace
industry, local aviation instructors and students, as well as aviation enthusiasts from
around the nation. The Foundation’s distinguished guests speakers have included
former President George Bush; Governor Jeb Bush; Senators John Warner, Jake Garn,
Connie Mack and John McCain; Secretaries of the Navy Lehman, Webb, Garrett,
Danzig, Winter and England; Under Secretaries of the Navy Hultin and Pirie; Assistant
Secretary of the Navy (I&E) Penn; Chiefs of Naval Operations Admirals Boorda and
Johnson; Vice Chiefs of Naval Operations Admirals Fallon, Mullen and Moran; the
Commandant of the Marine Corps, General Jones; Assistant Commandant of the
Marine Corps, General Nyland; astronaut, Mr. Neil Armstrong; Admirals Timothy J.
Keating, USN (Ret); and William E. Gortney, USN.

Flight to Excellence Program … This

program
incorporates educational large-format, IMAX® films with accompanying teachers
guides. Using the guides as both a pre- and post-visit resource, teachers are able to
build upon the Museum experience to reinforce required core competencies in the
areas of science and mathematics. Since 1996, more than 472,736 school children
and teachers have participated in the Flight to Excellence program including 11,765
students during the 2015-2016 academic year.

Flight Adventure Deck … The

Flight Adventure Deck
(FAD) program is an ongoing partnership with the Escambia and Santa Rosa County
School Districts, inviting resident teachers on special assignment to administer the
curriculum. Built at a cost of $2 million in private funding, this 9,000 square-foot
wing features 39 interactive devices, 11 educational kiosks, an interactive wind
tunnel and four computer-based flight simulators that teach middle and high school
students how science, technology, engineering and mathematical (STEM) principles
are applied in aviation. Since it opened its doors in 1996, more than 83,000 middle
school students have participated in the FAD, including 4,700 in 2016. In addition
to the students, the Flight Adventure Deck has trained more than 750 teachers to
participate in the program. Currently, the FAD addresses 38% of the Sunshine State
Standards benchmarks in science for sixth through eighth grade students and 57%
of the mathematics benchmarks. Measures of effectiveness based on pre- and posttesting of students participating in the FAD program show a 74.9% increase in subject
matter knowledge. Several improvements were completed in 2016, to include painting
of the Sim Bay room, new touch screen displays throughout all exhibits, new flight
software for the flight simulators, addition of new wall graphics and the addition
of a Newton’s Cradle and vacuum bell jar.

Flight Adventure Deck Summer Camp …

Started in 2009, the Flight Adventure Summer Camp offers eight weekly sessions
to rising 5th and 6th graders during June, July and August each year. During each
five day session, campers launch their own rockets, build gliders, fly the FAD
simulators, watch a Blue Angels practice (when available) and experience a Giant
Screen film. The camp is taught by certified teachers and the campers learn the
science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) of flight and expand
their knowledge of Naval Aviation history with tours of Museum exhibits and aircraft. Since 2009, more than 1,300 middle school students have participated in this
summer camp program.

The National Flight Academy’s Ambition
The National Flight Academy (NFA) offers one of the most exciting and immersive learning experiences in the world — inspiring 7th–12th graders to take a serious interest in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) in an aviationthemed adventure aboard a virtual aircraft carrier, AMBITION (CVT-11). Since its commissioning in May 2012, the National
Flight Academy has hosted more than 7,580 young people from more than 49 states, District of Columbia, and seven foreign
countries in our Deployment programs. This six-day program is held aboard AMBITION where everyone eats on the Mess
Deck, sleeps in junior officer staterooms, plans missions in the Joint Intelligence Centers and Joint Operations Centers, and executes missions in the 30 networked flight simulators located in the Hangar Bay. These simulators represent the most extensive
network outside of the Department of Defense and are utilized by participants for non-combat, humanitarian missions such as
search and rescue, disaster relief, air racing and fire-fighting. This fully immersive and visually stimulating venue provides the
rumble of the ship’s “engines,” the sounds of flight operations on the “flight deck”, scenically treated bulkheads, and 1MC announcements that call the crew to action.
Divided into squadrons (usually groups of 12), each team is led by instructors who facilitate the planning and execution of
the missions pulling STEM learning points from the story. The students love it! Plus, they are learning not just STEM principles,
but also workforce readiness skills such as team-building, leadership, strategic planning, crisis management and asset awareness. The National Flight Academy measures each student’s growth during their week aboard AMBITION and the findings have
shown that the average student’s STEM knowledge increases 10% while they are in the program. Graduates are proven to show
increased knowledge of STEM tenets along with improvement in 21st century skills. Attendees have told the NFA that they have
learned more mathematics and science during their stint aboard AMBITION than they did all year in school.
In 2013, the National Flight Academy began offering Cruises that are designed for 5th-12th students as an introduction to the
National Flight Academy’s flagship Deployment program. For three days, students stay overnight and are exposed to a variety
of concepts including Meteorology, Aerodynamics, Mathematics, Bathymetry, Physics, Basics of Flight, Ballistics and Search
and Rescue fundamentals. Through an established base of knowledge, AXPs will work in a team squadron format to collaborate
and complete missions. Facilitators and chiefs challenge them to use critical thinking, problem solving, creativity, innovation,
teamwork & information gathering as well as communication technology literacy and adaptability.

The National Flight Academy builds a heart-pumping, adrenaline-filled story line, which brings life to the mission as
if the students are in a real-world scenario. In 2016, AMBITION hosted more than 273 students in the Cruise program.
This educational opportunity for school groups is picking up steam as more teachers hear about our incredible courses
and how they are mapped to educational standards.
The most exciting news of 2016 is that the capacity expansion that was begun using a Florida Department of Education grant the was obtained through the hard work of the NAMF Development team. This $2 million grant will allow
NFA to outfit the fourth deck of AMBITON, allowing NFA to host up to 216 students for any overnight program. Additionally, CAGs 3 and 4 will be brought online and 12 more aircraft will be installed in the Hangar Bay. Feeding students
will be much easier now that the kitchen will have cooking equipment and food preparation stations installed. The
NAMF Development team also obtained another grant from the Florida Department of Education which allows NFA to
expand and enhance all its programs. This grant paid for new underwater Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) simulation
software, which allows AXPs to “fly” these ROVs through a denser medium – expanding the STEM topics that can be
covered. The grant also paid for NFA to expand into the realm of Cybersecurity, a field of STEM that many students are
eager to learn about. Initially, NFA will be folding in Cybersecurity into its aviation missions using drones.
2016 was an extremely positive year at the National Flight Academy and 2017 looks to be even better with our expanded capacity (physical and programs).
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The Museum
T

he mission of the National Naval Aviation Museum, owned and operated by the U.S. Navy, is to “select, collect, preserve
and display historic artifacts relating to the history of Naval Aviation.” At the core of the Museum’s collections are more than
800 aircraft — most of which are on display at other museums. Some one hundred fifty are on display at the National Naval
Aviation Museum. These include record setting aircraft like the NC-4 flying boat, the first plane to fly the Atlantic, as well as
combat veterans, including an SBD Dauntless that flew at the Battle of Midway, two Vietnam MiG-killers and an A-7 Corsair II
that logged missions over Iraq during Operation Desert Storm. Though they are the largest of the Museum artifacts, the aircraft
are just one dimension of the collection. Small artifacts include uniforms, flight gear, weaponry, medals and decorations that
add a personal dimension to the story of Naval Aviation. In addition, the Emil Buehler Naval Aviation Library, which houses
personal and official papers of prominent Naval Aviators, squadron records and a photograph collection numbering more
350,000 images, is a significant repository of naval history and draws researchers from around the world.
The year 2016 brought a number of acquisitions into the collection of the National Naval Aviation Museum. Some artifacts
and archival collections acquired during the year included: Original ship’s logbooks, bell, clock and ready room chair from
USS Enterprise (CV-6), rescued from the vessel during her scrapping in 1958; flight suit and gear worn by the first female Blue
Angel aviator, Captain Katie Higgins; R.G. Smith oil painting of USS Forrestal (CV-59) and brass fire hose nozzle used in fighting the 1967 Forrestal fire; medals, insignia and personal papers belonging to Naval Aviator John Frank Gilreath, who served
with Air Group 6 and participated in the search for LCDR Butch O’Hare, as well as the search for “Flight 19,” a group of five
Grumman TBM Avengers that disappeared over the Bermuda Triangle on December 5, 1945.
As the Museum has grown, so has its popularity. The National Naval Aviation Museum has achieved national recognition as
one of the premiere aviation museums in the world and is the most visited museum in Florida, receiving TripAdvisor’s 2016
Travelers’ Choice review. Our visitors come from every state in the Union and more than 60 foreign countries. On a given day,
more than 70 percent of our visitors are from outside Florida.
The National Naval Aviation Museum is part of the Naval History and Heritage Command, the largest of the 12 official Navy
museums located throughout the United States.
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The Volunteer Spirit
P

erhaps the most important ingredient to
the Museum’s day-to-day operation is the staff of
enthusiastic and willing volunteers, both civilian and
active duty, who provide that very important personal
touch to a visitor’s Museum experience. Numbering
more than 450, the volunteer staff performs a myriad of
functions: conducting tours, providing security, working
in the Museum’s restoration facility, assisting in special
events, staffing the library and providing administrative
assistance. This year, the civilian volunteers logged
80,499 hours and the active duty volunteers logged
50,432, representing a third of the Museum’s man-hour
effort. With a majority of the volunteers possessing
backgrounds in Naval Aviation, a trip through its proud
history is enhanced by a “been there, done that” touch
that is the source of much favorable comment, including
a Certificate of Commendation from the Secretary of the
Navy, and is indicative of the dedication and devotion
possessed by a staff that has become the very backbone
of the Museum. The volunteer program is run by the
Museum and financially supported by the Foundation.

2016 Corporate Alliance
The Corporate Alliance is a cornerstone of our ability to support and enhance the National Naval Aviation Museum as

we work to inspire and educate the public. Corporate donors provide critical funding and services for Museum programs and
expansions; development of the National Flight Academy; and Foundation events and educational projects. We wish to thank
the Corporate Sponsors listed below for their generous contributions during 2016.
$200,000+
Careersource South Florida
Northrop Grumman Corporation
MCJROTC Region 2
$100,000+
FedEx Corporation
The Mary R. and John J. Schiff Foundation
Studer Foundation
$50,000+
USAA
$25,000+
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Young Marines
$10,000+
St. Louis NJROTC
Textron Charitable Trust
Discovery Health Science Academy
USS Enterprise (CV-6 Association)
Escambia County Sheriff ’s Office
Riverview Gardens School District
The School District of Escambia County
Pratt & Whitney Military Engines
MCJROTC Region 1
St. Louis NJROTC
Yellow Book
$5,000+
A to Z Furnishings, Inc.
A-7 Corsair II Association Inc.
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 382
American Legion Post 378
The J.H. Baroco Foundation, Inc.
Blackhawk Flight Foundation, Inc.
The Boeing Company
Early and Pioneer Naval Aviators Association
Gulf Power Foundation, Inc.
Huntington Ingalls Industries
Johnson Supply Company
L-3 Communications Integrated Systems
L-3 Vertex Aerospace
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company
MCJROTC Region 5
D.W. McMillan Trust
Montessori Early School
Pearl River County School District
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Uvas Foundation

$2,500+
Alfred I. duPont Foundation, Inc.
American Legion Post 340
American Legion Warrington Post 240
American Samoa Government
Baskerville-Donovan Engineering Inc.
Experimental Aircraft Association-Chapter 479
FLIR Systems, Inc.
Friends of Fernandina Aviation, Inc.
IT Gulfcoast
Navy Federal Credit Union
Navy League of the U.S.- Sarasota Manatee Council
Omega Aerial Refueling Services, Inc.
Pike County Board of Education-Alternative Learning
Pike County Schools
Rolls-Royce North America, Inc.
Sacred Heart Health System
UBS Financial Services, Inc.
U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps-Nashville LPD-13 Div.
Utility Service Company, Inc.
$1,000+
American Fidelity Life Insurance Company
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 335
American Legion Post 250
American Society of Civil Engineers
Ancient Order of the Pterodactyl
Armstrong World Industries, Inc.
Baptist Health Care, Inc.
Brandon High School JROTC
CAE USA, Inc.
EAA Chapter 1379
Galloway, Johnson, Tompkins, Burr & Smith
Gulf Power Company
International Paper Foundation
Knights of Ecor Rouge
Lancair Owners & Builders Organization, Inc.
Logistic Services International, Inc.
Mediacom
Mississippi Department of Education/JROTC Bureau
North American Rescue
Nova Consulting
Optimist Club of Perdido Bay
Patron Four Five Association
Pearl River Central High School NJROTC
Pensacola Area Chief Petty Officers Association
Retired Officers, VMFA-212
Santa Rosa Energy Center, LLC
The Association of Naval Aviation
The International Vstol Aviation Association
VR-3 Reunion Association
Warren Averett, LLC
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www.NavalAviationMuseum.org

